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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 6.  The Duck and the Kangaroo   

 

 

 

 

  The poem opens wit h a conver sat ion bet ween t he duck and t he kangar oo. The duck 

admir es t he kangar oo f or  t he way it  hops. The duck f eels bor ed of  his lif e in t he pond. The 

duck, t her ef or e, r equest s t he kangar oo t o give it  a r ide on his back. The duck also pr omises 

t hat  it  would not  say anyt hing except  “quack.” The duck want ed t o see t he ent ir e wor ld. 

  The kangar oo r ef lect s on what  t he duck had said and t hinks t hat  t his might  br ing him 

some luck. However , he had one obj ect ion. The kangar oo believed t hat  t he duck’s wet  and cold 

f eet  might  cause some pr oblem t o t he kangar oo. I t  was possible t hat  he might  get  unwell 

because it  . 

  The duck of f er s a quick solut ion t o t he pr oblem r aised by t he kangar oo. The duck t old 

him t hat  he alr eady bought  f our  pair s of  socks and a cloak t o keep away t he cold. Also, t he duck 

said t hat  he would daily smoke a cigar  t o keep himself  war m. 

  Hear ing t his, t he kangar oo agr ees t o t he duck’s idea and bot h of  t hem r ej oice. The 

kangar oo asked t he duck t o sit  in a st eady manner  and balanced him pr oper ly. And t hen went  

r ound seeing t he wor ld in complet e happiness. 

 

 

 

 

Said t he Duck t o t he Kangar oo, 

‘Good gr acious! How you hop! 

Over  t he f ields and t he wat er  t oo, 

As if  you never  would st op! 

My lif e is a bor e in t his nast y pond, 

And I  long t o go out  in t he wor ld beyond! 

I  wish I  could hop like you! 

Said t he Duck t o t he Kangar oo. 

Poet ry 

Soul of  the Poem 

St anzawise Explanat ion of  The Poem 

St anza 1 
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Ref erence :   

  The above lines have been t aken f r om Edwar d lear ’s poem, ‘The Duck and t he Kangar oo.’ 

Cont ext  :   

  The poet  in t hese lines show cases t he bor edom exper ienced by t he duck. 

Explanat ion :  

  The duck pr aises t he Kangar oo. The duck is f ascinat ed t o see t he kangar oo’s hop, 

especially over  t he f ields and wat er . The duck compar es t he kangar oo’s lif e t o his, and t hinks 

t hat  he has a bor ing lif e, f or ced t o live in t he pond. The duck longed t o st ep out  int o t he wor ld 

and go ar ound it , but  t o no avail. The duck could only wish and f ancy t hat  had he had t he abilit y 

t o hop, lif e would be dif f er ent  and int er est ing. 

 

 

 

‘Please give me a r ide on your  back!’ 

Said t he Duck t o t he Kangar oo. 

‘I  would sit  quit e st ill, and say not hing but  “Quack”, 

The whole of  t he long day t hr ough! 

And we’d go t o t he Dee, and t he J ely Bo Lee, 

Over  t he land, and over  t he sea;-Please t ake me on 

A r ide! O do!’ 

Said t he Duck t o t he Kangar oo. 

 

Ref erence   :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext     :  

  The poet  in t hese lines shows t he duck making an at t empt  t o change his bor ing lif e. 

Explanat ion :  

  The duck t hinks of  a way t o t r anslat e his bor ing lif e t o somet hing int er est ing. He asks 

t he kangar oo t o give him a r ide on his back. The duck pr omises t he kangar oo t hat  he would not  

t r ouble him and not  say anyt hing except  ‘quack’. The duck begins t o t hink of  t he places t hey 

might  go t o. He t hinks t hat  t hey could go t o t he Dee and t he J elly Bo Lee, all imaginar y places. 

St anza 2 



 

 

                                                                         3                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

The duck would also t hen be f r ee t o go over  t he land and t he sea. The duck almost  pleads t o t he 

kangar oo t hat  he might  accept  his wish. 

 

 

Said t he Kangar oo t o t he Duck, 

‘This r equir es a lit t le r ef lect ion; 

Per haps on t he whole it  might  br ing me luck, 

And t her e seems but  one obj ect ion, 

Which is, if  you ‘I I  let  me speak so bold, 

Your  f eet  ar e unpleasant ly wet  and cold, 

And would pr obably give me t he r oo- 

Mat iz! Said t he Kangar oo. 

Ref erence :    

 Same as above 

Cont ext  :  

  The poet  highlight s t he kangar oo’s appr ehensions in giving in t o t he duck’s r equest . 

Explanat ion  :  

  The kangar oo t ells t he duck t hat  he needs some t ime t o t hink about   t he mat t er . He 

r ef lect s t hat  t his pr oposal might  br ing him some luck. On t he cont r ar y, he t hought  t hat  t her e 

was also a possibilit y t hat  he might  get  unwell. 

  He explains t o duck his obj ect ion. The wet , cold and unpleasant  f eet  of  t he duck might  

make him pr ey t o diseases like r heumat ism. 

 

 

Said t he Duck, ‘As I  sat  on t he r ocks, 

I  have t hought  over  t hat  complet ely, 

And I  bought  f our  pair s of  wor st ed socks 

Which  f it  my web-f eet  neat ly. 

And t o keep out  t he cold I ’ve bought  a cloak, 

And ever y day a cigar  I ’I I  smoke, 

All t o f ollow my own dear  t r ue 

Love of  a Kangar oo!” 

St anza 3 

St anza 4 
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Ref erence  :   

  Same as above 

Cont ext   :  

  The poet  in t hese lines shar e t he duck’s ent husiasm in f ulf illing his wish. 

Explanat ion :  

  The duck spent  some t ime sit t ing on t he r ocks, medit at ing upon t he nat ur e of  t he 

pr oblem. Soon, t he duck was able t o come up wit h a solut ion. 

  He went  t o t he kangar oo and t old him t hat  he has bought  f our  pair s of  woollen socks and 

a cloak in or der  t o keep away t he cold. Also, t hat  he would daily smoke a cigar  t o keep himself  

war m and t her eby avoid all pr oblem of  cold. 

 

 

Said t he Kangar oo, ‘I ’m r eady! 

All in t he moonlight  pale, 

But  t o balance me well, dear  Duck, sit  st eady! 

And quit e at  t he end of  my t ail! 

So away t hey went  a hop and a bound, 

And t hey hopped t he whole wor ld 

Thr ee t imes r ound; 

And who so happy, - O who, 

As t he Duck and t he Kangar oo? 

Ref erence  :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext   :  

  They poet  in t hese lines descr ibes t he happiness exper ienced by t he duck and t he 

kangar oo. 

Explanat ion  :  

  The kangar oo agr eed t o t he solut ion of f er ed by t he duck. The kangar oo made t he last  

war ning, asking t he duck t o balance himself  well and r ide at  t he end of  kangar oo’s t ail. This way 

t hey decided t o go ar ound t he wor ld, hopping f r om one place t o anot her  in complet e happiness. 

 

 

St anza 5 
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1.  Taking words that  come at  the end of  lines,  writ e f ive pairs of  rhyming words.  Read  

    each pair aloud.  

For example,  pond- beyond 

 Back…………………..          Bold……………… 

  Duck…………………..           Rocks…………….. 

  Ready……………….. 

Ans.  Back-quack                  Bold-cold 

          Duck-luck                     Rocks-socks 

           Ready-st eady 

 

2.  Complet e t he dialogue.  

Duck  :  Dear  Kagar oo! Why don’t  you 

                   …………………………………………………………………. 

Kangaroo :  Wit h pleasur e, my dear  Duck, t hough 

                   …………………………………………………………………. 

Duck   :  That  won’t  be a pr oblem. I  will 

                   …………………………………………………………………. 

Ans.   

Duck  :  Dear  Kangar oo! Why don’t  you let  me r ide on your  back? 

Kangaroo  :  Wit h pleasur e, my dear  Duck, t hough t her e is j ust  one pr oblem, your  wet  and  

      cold f eet ………… 

Duck   :  That  won’t  be a pr oblem. I  will br ing wit h me a f ew pair s of  woollen socks and a  

       clock. 

3.  The Kangaroo does not  want  t o catch ‘rheumat ism’.  Spot  this word in st anza 3 and say  

   why it  is spelt  dif f erent ly.  Why is it  in t wo part s? Why does t he second part  begin  

   wit h a capital let t er? 

  The wor ld ‘r oo-Mat iz’ is t he alt er nat ive spelling of  r heumat ism. I t  is spelt  dif f er ent ly so 

as t o link it  wit h t he ‘r oo’ t hat  comes in t he kangar oo. Rheumat ism is associat ed wit h j oint  pains. 

NCERT Folder  

Working wit h t he Poem 
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Kangar oos ar e good at  hopping, wit hout  t aking int o consider at ion t he ef f ect  t his would have on 

t heir  body. 

4.  Do you f ind t he poem humorous? Read aloud lines t hat  make you laugh.  

  The poem is a bit  humor ous. For  inst ance, t he lines, “and ever yday  a cigar  I ’I I  smoke”, “ 

And we’d go t o t he Dee, and t he J elly  Bo Lee, Over  t he land and over  t he sea.”  

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why was the duck f ascinat ed by t he kangaroo? 

  The duck was f ascinat ed by t he f act  t hat  t he kangar oo was able t o hop. 

2.  What  were the Dee and Jelly Bo Lee? 

  The Dee and J elly Bo Lee wer e imaginar y places t hat  duck want ed t o go t o. 

3.  Why was the duck unhappy? 

  The duck was unhappy because of  his bor ing lif e. The duck was also not  happy knowing 

t hat  his lif e was r est r ict ed t o t he pond. 

4.  What  appeal did the duck make bef ore t he kangaroo? 

  The duck appealed t o t he kangar oo t o make him r ide on his back and show him t he ent ir e 

wor ld. 

5.  Select  a word or a phrase f rom the poem t hat  describes the socks purchased by t he  

   duck.  

  “Wor st ed socks” 

          “Socks which f it  my webbed f eet  neat ly.” 

 

 

 

1.  What  object ion did t he kangaroo raise? 

  The kangar oo did not  mind car r ying t he duck on his back, but  he had an obj ect ion. The 

kangar oo f elt  t hat  t he wet  and cold f eet  of  t he duck may cause him some pr oblem. The 

kangar oo f ear ed t hat  he might  cat ch r heumat ism. 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  What  solut ion did t he duck of f er? 

  The duck pur chased f our  pair s of  woollen socks and a cloak t o keep away t he cold. He 

also decided t o daily smoke a cigar . This was t he solut ion t hat  t he duck of f er ed t o keep away 

t he kangar oo f r om cat ching cold or  r heumat ism. 

 

 

 

 The duck and the kangaroo,  bot h seem t o represent  t wo important  virtues.  What  

are they? 

  The duck is f ascinat ed by t he kangar oo’s abilit y t o hop f r om one place t o anot her . The 

duck is seen t o have a ver y posit ive and appr eciat ive nat ive in t he poem. 

  Rat her  t han being j ealous of  t he Kangar oo’s skills, t he duck compliment s him and is 

willing t o seek his help t o be able t o enj oy t he wor ld. The Kangar oo, t oo, is humble in being 

willing t o help t he duck and of f er  him a glimpse of  t he wor ld out side t he pond. 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos. 1- 6) read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

‘Good gr acious! How you hop! 

Over  t he f ields and t he wat er  t oo, 

As if  you never  would st op! 

My lif e is a bor e in t his nast y pond, 

And I  long t o go out  in t he wor ld beyond! 

I  wish I  could hop like you!’ 

1.  Who is t he speaker of  t hese lines? 

  (a) The duck        (b) The kangar oo  (c) The poet     (d) The f r og 

Ans.   (a) The duck 

2.  Who was bored of  his lif e? 

  (a) The duck       (b) The Kangar oo   (c) The poet    (d) The f r og 

Ans.    (a) The duck 

 

Value Based Quest ion 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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3.  Who was very good at  hopping? 

  (a) The duck     (b)The Kangar oo   (c) The Poet     (d) The f r og 

Ans.  (b) The Kangaroo 

4.  What  did the speaker long t o do? 

  The speaker  longed t o go out  int o t he wor ld beyond t he pool. 

5.  What  does t he phrase,  ‘good gracious’ mean in these lines? 

  The phr ase, ‘good gr acious’ conveys t he sense of  speaker ’s sur pr ise. 

6.  Where did t he speaker wish t o go? 

  The speaker  wished t o go over  t he land and in t he wat er  t oo. 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. Nos. 1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

Said t he Duck, ‘As I  sat  on t he r ocks, 

I  have t hought  over  t hat  complet ely, 

And I  bought  f our  pair s of  wor st ed socks 

Which f it  my web-f eet  neat ly. 

And t o keep out  t he cold I ’ve bought  a cloak, 

And ever y day a cigar  I ’ll smoke, 

1.  How many pairs of  socks did the duck buy? 

  (a) One          (b) Two        (c) Thr ee      (d) Four  

Ans.  (d) Four 

2.  The word worst ed means…………. .  

  (a) woollen        (b) cot t on   (c) nylon    (d) wor se 

Ans.   (a) woollen 

3.  What  did the duck decide t o do daily? 

  (a) Smoke a cigar                      (b) St ep int o wat er  

  (c) Ride t he kangar oo’s back   (d) Roll int o t he mud 

Ans.   (a) Smoke a cigar 

4.  What  was t he qualit y of  t he worst ed socks? 

  The wor st ed socks f it t ed t he duck’s webbed f eet  neat ly. 

 

Ext ract  2 
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5.  What  ot her things did the duck purchase besides t he socks? 

  The duck also pur chased a cloak besides t he wor st ed socks. 

6.  Why does t he duck make all these purchases and plans? 

  The duck made all t hese pur chases t o keep t he cold away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


